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Cardinal ALBERONT, &. 


HE Removal of Cardinal 
Alberoni from the Court of 
Spain being ſo ſudden and 
unexpected, muſt undoubt- 
edly for ſome time cauſe 
various Speculations. An 
kable cannot but engage the 
Reflection of the thinking part of Man- 
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a 


kind: But though one muſt believe that 


Philip V. took this Step to convince the 
ſeveral Powers allied againſt him of his 


ſincere Intentions of putting an End to a 


War, (which muſt have very fatal Conſe- 
quences over all Europe) by removing for 
ever from his Preſence and Councils a Per- 
ſon, whom thoſe Powers thought they had 
oy A 2 . 


DE BR =, 
* to beliere an roi, In 
the only Obſtacle to an approaching eacet 
455 "the Ways this Minitter made uſe of to 
kaiſe himſelf to ſuch a height of Gan 
and what were the Cauſes of "his Fall, are 
i not Things ſo obvious to thoſe who are but 
| little acquainted with the Hiſtory of Car- 
| dinal Alberoni. 
Io give my Readers what Satisfaction 1 
can in ſo nice an Affair as this, I ſhall in 
the enſuing Pages, with as much brevity 
as is conſiſtent with clearneſs and * 
ity, let down, _ 1 


323K . 


'E What Steps he ook to o advance © him 
= Felt to fo bib a Pinna je of 4 
MA folorys... And, 1 
| II. What was: elfectually be _ hi 4 
| Diſgrace and Ruin, 15 ou 


K þ 


OY To do which, it will be Mas ne · 
| ö ceflary for us to look back to his firſt ſetting 
| out in the World, and take ſome curſory 
| View of every Stage of Life he has paſt 
E over; I ſay, Curſory View, for ſhould I en- 
E  deavour to repreſent every Incident that 
| concurred to form that Great Man, this 
SH Work would {well into a Volume, and far 
„ exceed the Brevity I propoſe to hd lot in 
this Yndertaking 


The 


(5) 
The Cardinal, who is now in the Fifty 
Sixth Lear of his Age, was born in the 
Suburbs of Placentia or Piacenga, a City 
in ſtaly, ſubje& to the Duke of Parma, 
(and which is one of his Titles) on the goth 
of March 1674, he lived till he was Four- 
teen Years of Age with his Parents, who 
were honeſt People but very poor, having 


4 no other Subſiſtance but by working in the 


Vineyards and Gardens. His Father (who 
at the Font would have him be call'd Julius) 


, was known to his Neighbours by no higher 
Title than Meſſer Giovanni, which in Eng- 


liſb is no more than Goodman (or Gaffer ) 
Fohn, and entertained no greater Ideas than 
ow. to gain his Bread by the Sweat of 
f EE . 
But Julius (or Giuglio according to the 
Italian Orthography and Termination) who 
was born for greater Things, ſoon diſcover'd 
a Genius too great to be confin'd within 
the narrow Limits of a poor Cottage: and, 
as ſoon as he began to know himſelf and re- 
flect, bewaild his cruel Deſtiny which had 
given him ſuch Parents who were uncapable 
of beſtowing on. him that Education he 
envy'd in others of his Age. This noble 
Emulation inſpired him with the Means ta 
get out of that unhappy Station. He 
thought (and in that he was not deceiv'd) 
the ſhorteſt Way would be to embrace 15 


15 


3 


Eccleſiaſtical State; but here aroſe a Diffi- 


culty which gave him much perplexity, he 


had no Patrimony or Annual Income, and 


without this he knew it impoſſible to obtain 
Prieſts Orders; but being of an undaunted 
Courage, reſolute and intrepid, yet ſupple 


and obliging, he made a ſhift to be admit- 


ted as a Clerk to the Pariſh Prieſt, who ha- 
ving a kindneſs for him, inſtructed him at 

his leiſure times in the Rudiments of Gram 

RV 


Soon after, the Barnabites (a Religious 


Order, whoſe Inſtitution is like that of the 
Jeſuits, purely for inſtruction of Youth, 
but are more Honeſt) took notice of young 


Alberoni, and ſufficiently inſtructed him in 


that which we call human Learning. He 
behav'd himſelf with that Modeſty and 
reſpectful Deportment to theſe good Fa- 
thers, that they got him a ſmall Office in 
the Cathedral. This brought ſome Money 
into his Pocket, and his complaiſant and 


obliging Carriage to the Canons, ſo engag d 
them, that they would not let the Biſhop 


reſt till he had given him a ſmall Benefice, 
as a Qualification for Orders; which that 
Prelate, by the continual ſolicitations of q 
his Friends the Canons, ſoon after confer d 


upon him. Ws 104 0 3535 
He quitted then his Employment in the 
Cathedral, and by his Addreſs got himſelf 
> N admitted 


FAS 
admitted into the Family of -Monſgnor - 
Barni, Vice Legat of Romagna, who reſided 
then at Ravenna the Capital City of that 
Province. This Prelate, who was naturally 
Grave and Reſerv'd, was pleas'd with his 
Company, which was ever Brisk and Gay, 
and took ſuch Inclination to him, that when 
he was nominated to the Biſhoprick of 
Placentia, he took Alberoni with him, and 
in ſome time after gave him the Tutelage of 
his Nephew. This young Gentleman going 
afterwards to Rome, (for he was deſign'd 
for the Church) took his Governour with 
him; who made it his Buſineſs to inſinuate 
himſelf into the good liking of the greateſt 
Noblemen whom he had occaſion to attend, 
for he never left his Charge; who, on the 
other Hand, took a Pleaſure to introduce 
him to Perſons of the higeſt Rank and 
I n the Year 1702, after Prince Eugene s 
Enterprize upon Cremona, and carrying 
off the Duke de Villera, the King of France 
3 gave the Command of his Army in Jraly 
to the Duke de Vendoſine, to whom the 
Duke of Parma ſent the Count Romcovers, 
(then a Biſhop) in order to. ſecure that 
Prince's Intereſt. The Biſhop, who was 
one of the Politeſt Men in the World, had 
{ome time before admitted ALBERONI into 
his Friendſhip, took him along with him i 
wit 1 * the 
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(L) 
the Duke of Vendoſme, either to bear hin 
Company, or to make uſe of him, becauſe 
he ſpoke French very well, having: learnt | 
it as he attended his Pupil Mara Barni =-þ 
nis Lectures. 9 

| Alberon?'s Conduct was highly approv a | 


by the French Officers, who often, before 
their General, ſaid abundance: of - fine 
things of his ſmartneſs of Repartee, and 
the agreeableneſs of his'Converſation, in fo ©: 
much that-the Duke was deſirous of admit- I 
ting him into his Family. This Interview © 


was very happy for Alberoni, which at firſt 
gain 'd him the nee ſoon after the Friend 


thip, and at laſt the entire Confidence of 
that Prince, who took no Delight but in 
His Company, and ever calP4 him this Dear 
Abbe. Here it was he did ſingular Service » 
to his on Prince the Duke of Parma, and 


manag'd his Affairs ſo dextrouſ] „ that the 4 


Imperialiſts apprehending the uke would 
admit a French Garriſon into his Capital if 
ory provok'd him, never Save! him che leaſt 


rbance. e 
In the Year 1706 che Duke of Fenide ſin 
was recalF'd, and the Duke of Orleans (now 
Regent of France) ſent to ſupply his Place, 


which intirely chang d the Scene of Affairs, = 


The Siege of Turin was rais d, and the Im- 


perialifls and Duke of Savny began to be 
predominafit ay in . 14 


When 


- (5s) | 

When the Duke of Yendvſme return'd to 
France, he took Alberoni along with him to 
Court, where his Character and Abilities 
were known before; the Duke took the 
firſt Opportunity to recommend him to that 
great Prince, who received him very gra- 
ciouſſy. But the Duke of Vendoſins kind- 
neſs ended not here, he took him along 
with him into Flanders, when he ſucceeded 
the unfortunate Marſhal Villeroy; and ha- 
ving returned with Honour, and received 
ſhining Marks of the King's Eſteem, pre- 


ſented a ſecond time Alberoni to the Grand 


Fortune to the judicious Councils of his 
Cw. ST. 
In the Year 1709, he returned with the 
Duke into Flanders, but the Dukes of Bu- 
gunq́; and Berry being then with his Patron, 
there was no opportunity of aſſiſting him 
with his Councils: in ſhort, every Body 
knew how that Campaign ended. Alberoni 
however ſtill kept cloſe to the Duke, who 
tetir'd to his Caſtle of Auet, after yielding 
up his Poſt in Flanders to the Marſhals ; 
dt Villars and Bouflers, who notwithſtand- 
ing their Bravery and Experience, left the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
the Glory of that Campaign” 
King Philip ſome time after Having been 
obliged to leave Madrid, General (now 
OE OE Fail) 


Monarch, dechring that he owed his good 


(10) 
Earl) Stanbope took poſſeſſion of it for King 
Charles (the preſent n and King 
Philip's affairs declining, the Duke de Ven- 
dofme, who was ſent to {1ve Spain from 
Ruin, arriv'd at Valladolid, where he found 
King Philip in many Dangers : ; but whoſe 
affairs afterwards by the Conduct of this 
conſummate General, and the Councils of 
Alberoni took anotlier turn; and the Battle 
of Bribuega, put the alternative on King 
_ Charles. 


Ihe Duke of Fendoſme had by his Ser- 
vices gain'd ſuch a large ſhare of Bar Phi- 


” lip's Efteem and Confidence, that all 3 


at that Court were regulated by his Coun- 
cils, The Princeſs of Ur/ini, an Imperious 

Favourite, could not bear a Rival in the 
Royal Favour, and whenever the Duke of 
Vendoſine came to Court, ever abſented her- 
ſelf under ſome Colour of Indiſpoſition. 
The Duke on the other hand, eonlidering 
his Services had juſtly recommended. him 
ro the Preference, tho' he had nor deſerved 
it by his Birth, treated her as 1ndiffe- 
1 and did not ſcruple to ſay of her, 
t bat he thought it ſtrange that t he "dvive of 
a Woman fhould be taken in affairs which it 
did not belong to a Woman to know. 
This miſunderſtanding, proved very ad- 
vantagious to Alberoni, for the Duke having 


occation for a Perſon whom. he could 0 
? 4 a 
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fide in at court, introduced him there, and 
gave him ſome Commiſſions which made 
him known to the King, and like a generous 
Patron, never failed inſinuating to that 
Prince the Services he had on all occalions 
done the Government. It] | 
This rendered him ever acceptable to King * 
Philip, and entertained his aſpiring Genius 
with hopes of making his Fortune in a 


Court, which gave him all the Encourage- 


ment his Ambition could wiſh: or defire ; 
but his towering Hopes were in a great 15 
meaſure checked by the greateſt ſhock he 
ever was ſenſible of, I mean the unexpected 
Death of his generous Patron the Duke of 
 Pendofm. ATC 
Fortune, who ſports. with Mankind, : 
was ſome time before pleaſed to change the 
Scene of Affairs, by laying in the Duſt 
two Princes on whoſe Le the whole 
ſeemed to depend. The Small Pox carried 
off almoſt at the ſame time the Dauphin, 
(Father to King Philip) and the Emperour 
Joſepb. 
he Reunion of the whole Spaniſh 
Monarchy with the Hereditary Countries 
of Germany, to which King Charles now ñ 
became Succeſſor, added to the Imperial | 
Crown, gave Birth to another Fear equal 
almoſt to the apprehenſions which the no- 
tion of a Union of the Kingdoms of France 


B2 wo and 


6129 
and Spain, had cauſed all over Ewrope, and 
ut the ſevera} Powers upon ſerious Re- 
4 which afterwards terminated in 
the Treaty of Utrecht. 
In the mean while Ki ing Charles, the ROY | 
ſurviving Prince of the Auguſt "Houſe of 
Auſtria, was unanimouſly choſen Empe- 
rour, and to which Election the late =_— 
did not a little contribute her good Offices; 
and, by what appeared afterwards, the mo- 
tives that induced that Princeſs to concur 
with the States General in preſling the 
Election of King Charles to the Imperial 


Crown, were, becauſe then there would be 


juſt reaſons for putting an end to a War, 
which had laſted but too long, and coſt 
Great Britain and the Labem ſo much Blood h 
ang Treaſure. 
About this tiwe it was thought adviſea- 
ple that the King of Spain {hauld act only 
on the Defenſive in Catalonia, the Courts 
of England and France: having engaged ta 
procure the Evacuation of that Province. 
The Duke of Vendeſin accordingly left Ma- 
drid, having received the greateſt Hanours 
that Court could beſtow, of which [ make 
known, : 
Alberoni who never Ws him, 0h 
with him in the Kingdom of Valencia, 
Where ee was e (according 0 


its 


tits eternal Decree) to put an end to the 
glorious Career of this great Prince, who 
was Grandſon to Henry the Furth, and 
the laſt of his illuſtrious Family; for he left 
no Iſſue by his Conſort the Princeſs of Con- 
de, whom he married before he ſet out for 
Spain. He dy'd at Vinacos, the eleventh 
of June, in the Year 1712, univerſally re- 
4 283 by the Officers and Soldiers of both 
Nations, - but efpecially by his Favourite 
Alberoni, into whoſe Hands he gave his 
3 Laſt Will, and in whoſe Arms he expired, 
after having taken his laſt Adieu with a 
Sorrow no one can deſcribe, or indeed i- 
magine, but thoſe who know the value of 


a ſincere and generous Friend, 


Ihis was the firſt ſhock that Alberoni 
met with, after Fortune had laviſhed on him 
her Favours, and of which undoubtedly he 

could not but be very particularly Airy 

ble. By this ſudden and unexpected ſtroke, 
he fancied all thoſe $64, he thought 
could not be cloſer twiſted, all at once un- 

ravelled. But as he was a Perſon of un- 


AY daunted Courage, he was reſolved not to 


be diſmayed; he ran over an infinity of 


Projects, neither of which he made choice 


of, only as he was let into moſt of the 
Duke his Patrons Secrets, he was reſolved 
| to make the beſt of them, and accordingly 
rook Poſt for Ferſailles, ig give the French 


King 


bg 4. 
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King an account in what manner the Duke 
of Fendoſm had left his Affairs, and the 
Schemes he had formed. 
The gracious Reception that great Prince 
gave him, inſpired him with new hopes, 
and confirmed him in the opinion he long 
before entertain'd, that his noble Patron 
had ever ſpoken advaritagtouſly of him to 
the King, 
Madam the Dutcheſs Dowigdr ob ven. 
aofm, was alſo highly pleaſed to ſee the in- 
timate Friend of one who: was fo dear to 
her, and as the Duke in his laſt Moments 
bad given it in particular charge to Albero- 
ni, to pay her his laſt Adieus, that Princeſs 
often aſſured him that he ſhould ever find 
as good a Friend in her, as he bad! in the 1 
Duke her Husband. atk 
This declaration 68: Hel Ducheſs; toge. 
ther with the ſatisfaction the King was 
pleaſed to  fay he had in Alberoni's Conduct, 
and the graclous manner with which he re- 
ceived him at his Audiences, was the occa- 
fion of increaſing the number of His 
Friends, as is the way of all Courts. 
But notwithſtanding the many FivGurs 
he had received from the Courts of France. 
and Spain, Alberoni was always moſt invio- 
lably attach'd to the Intereſt of that Prince 
whoſe Subject he was by Birth; and he did 
not fa to give. 1 Duke of Parma an ac- 
count 


(150 


count of the State of his Affairs in Spain, 


and of the Diſpoſitions he left the Court 
in, towards him, and that Prince being per- 


ſuaded of Alberon?s Influence over the 
Perſons who had moſt frequent Acceſs to 
King Philip, and over his Majeſty too, was 
reſolved to ſend him to Shain, and commit 


the Care of his Intereſt to him. 


While the Duke of Parma had this in 
Conſideration, the Duke O fun arrived at 
Paris, and was preparing to ſet out for the 


Congreſs at Utrecht, as Plenipotentiary on 


the part of King Pbilip. Alberoni would 
have been extreamly pleaſed to have met 

with him, that he might ſee the Congreſs, 
and get an acquaintance with ſo many i- 


luſtrious Stateſmen as compos'd it. He 


was well known to the Duke 4. Ou, and 
might eaſily have obtain'd this Favour of 
him; but he was obliged to wait the Orders 
of his Maſter the Duke of Parma, which 
at laſt he received; and ſaw with Pleaſure, 
that he was oblig d by his Commiſſion to 
return to that Country where Fortune al- 
nee,, ning one, - 
In the mean while the Peace of Utrecht 
was ſigned; by which Spain and the Indies 


were to remain to King Philip, on thoſe 


Conditions all the World knows.  _ 
But while the Armies and Fleets of 
France and Spain were preparing to rnd 

7 e 8 the 
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the Catalan to the Obedience of King 
Philip, the whole Kingdom of Spain was 
all on a ſudden plunged: into the deepeſt 

Sorrow for a loſs ſhe then thought could 
never be — repaired; I mean the 
Death of the Queen Maria Loviſe Gabriella, 
| 3 of Savoy, and Daughter to his I 
oyal Highneſs the Duke. = 
he Reign'of this Princeſs had been one 
8 Series of Troubles, the ſudden 
Death of her Siſter the Dau bine fi ſs, and her 
Fathers joyning with the Enemies of her 
tottering Crown, were what gave her in- 
expreſſible Anxiety, which ſhe neverthe· 
leſs concealed from the Publick, with 2 


greatneſs of Soul above her Sex; and tho I | 
| the was heartned up and comforted by her 


dear Favourite the Princeſs of Vyſni, yet 
Human Nature ſuffered all the whale, 
which render'd her Conſtitution ſickly ; 
and ſhe contracted a languiſhing Diftemper, 
which brought her to her Death on the 14th 
of Februar 1715. at the Age of 27 Years 3 
and an half. | 
Alberoni who knew all the great Quali. I 
ties of this Illuſtrious Princeſs to Perfection, 
and had taſted of het Royal Favours, fin- 
cerely lamented her Loſs. © But what was 
the greateſt Mortification to him of all, and 
ſeemed an infurmountable Obſtacle to his 

— was the Princeſs Ur ſini. * 
bus 


8 
H bt 7 
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ſomuchi that there flew abroad a Rep 
her ambitious Views had cart ied 


have an Eye on the Throne, and ſhe had 
too much of her own Nation ith her not fd. 


ſhewn in its proper p 


7 T a j 7 ) 

[This imperious kaughty Lady, the $i: 
bes, iſhed F avourite Fthe late Queen and 
Kite, ſaw her Power ſo encteaſed after the 
Death of her Royal Miſtreſs, that the 
thought nothing above her but the Throne. 
She had an oppoftubity of feeirig the K 


Day, having been declared Governe 
"of hs Princes; and ſhe omitted nothing 


that might mitly zate his Sotrow, by all the 


fine Arts ſhe Mew Herfelf Miſtreſs of, in- 


tt "that 
her to 


be ſenſible of her own Intereſts; and there- 


Fore accommodated herſelf with all her 
7 -Cunning/atid Addreſs, that ſhe might infen- 
© fibly, ann her Point, 


\Alberom was too penetrating not to pet⸗ 


 teive this artful Conduct and Management 
of the Princeſs, and from that very Mo- 
ment looked upon her as the only Check to 
his Designs, Whielr He was reſolved (cone 
of it e would), to remove, and which 


he ſoon after moſt effecually did, as will be 
laces 
The Age and Confltiition of Kin geh, 15 
together with the fate of his. Ate, made 
ir very teaſonable to believe, he could flot 

| tap without a fecond Confort. Alberni, 


* 8 wie 
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who from the very beginning of knowing 
the World, had an antipathy to the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and being induſtrious to embar- 3 
raſs the Court of Vienna, and at the ſarie 
time to aggrandize the Duke of Parma his 
Maſter, imagined, that an Alliance between 
King Philip, and the Family of Farneſe, 
would not only furnith his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty with one opportunity more to revive 
"thoſe Rights which were endeavoured, by 
the Peace of Utrecht and the Treaty of 
Evacuation and Neutrality, to be taken 
from him; but would at the ſame time raiſe 
cn to the higheſt Stake, 6: Human Gran- 
eur. 

This Affiir; which any, « one beſide 1 1 
Tell, would have found. an inſuperable diff: 
bung was notwithſtanding, brought to 
Per econ with the one's vecreſy; in the 
„World. 172183 

1 I Giudice. an able Stateſnan, 
"then Grand Inquiſitor of- Spain, was at the 
Head of Affairs; and as the King did no- 
thing without his Advice, one would have 
thought that Miniſter woſt likely to qhave 
been conſulted in an affair of ſuck; Impor- 

tance; but the — of it was, he had 

been Always moſt intimate with the Prin- 

cels Lſini; and it was not for their Inte- 
reſt to get the Ving another Wife, 15 

Fi 3 + - cially 
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cially ſuch a one as the Princeſs of Parma, 


whole Vivacity, Judgment, and knowledge 
of Affairs they knew, and who might con- 


ſequently in all probability alter their Con- 
In ſhort, this Affair was managed with 


that Secrecy and Expedition, Cardinal Ac- 
quavive (who took care at that time, 
of the Intereſts of the Crown of Spain 


at Rome) having by his Addreſs brought 
cover Clement XI. which he had no great 
difficulty to do, the Popes having al- 
3 ways loved the Houſe of FaſhyWſe with a2 
true Paternal Affection (that Family deri- 


ving its Origin from one of the Sovereign 
Pont iſfs), ſo that to the ſurprize of all 


Europe, this Match was declared and So- 


lemnized _ for Form ſake, in a publick 


place of Audience, the 18th of Fruly, 1714. 
It was not long after that this P 
arrived in Spain, attended by the Princeſs ._ 
Piombino, the firſt Lady of Honour, and 
the Marqueſs de los Balbazes late Vice-Roy 
of Sicily, to whoſe Care Cardinal Acqua- 


rinceſs 


viva had deliver'd her at Genoa. 4 
The firſt Act of Authority ſhe exerciſed 


was upon the Princeſs Urſini. This Lady 
went to meet the new Queen at Aadra- 


ques, upon the Frontiers of Caſtile; but 
he was the firſt Victim the King ſacrificd 
8 F 3 
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ig the Court of Spain, and having no Role 
to direct her but the Inſtruftions Aiberonj 
ſent her from time to time to Parma, deli- 


had ſuch an Influence over him as could not 


uſt Re queſt of the Queen, but the diff» 


Was alwaylicady. to W 8 a Lift to the 
Princeſs found out an Expedient, which 


to 
the Queen; for he knew had this been 
done at Mora, it wauld have met with 


almoſt inſupepab 
ry well that the King had not Reſolution 
to break it to her himſelf, or could withs 


| Her to go and meet the new Queen at 42. 
à very indifferent Reception, and immedi- 


leg for che Eoionel of the Guards, — : 


(209 
10 his new Spouſe; who being a Strangey 


red the King to diſmiſs a Favourite, wha 


well ſubſiſt with the good Harmony which 
would be cultivated between her and her 

Husband. 

The King knew not from: to refuſe, this | 


culty NA in the doing it, . Alheronj, wha 


vas, that the King ſhauld only give his 
Conſent, and leave the -Executian of it 


e Diihculties, knowing ve. 


ſtand her Tears, had ſhe are herlelf uy 
his Fest. 

And by what bllaved, it evidently. ap- 
pearid that it was 4 Beroni who. 3 


draquez, becauſe har Majeſty gave her but 


ately ordered her to depart her Chamber 


ja Ti: 


gave 


gave him Command in Writing, to put the 
and conduct her to the Frontiers of France, 
and to forbid her ever coming into Spain. 
-- This was complyed with by the Prin- 
ceſs, but with great Reluctance; and ſhe 
could not help r Ha ſome Expreſſions 
r jj "nanyacy when ſhe perceived how 
ſhe had been tricked by Alberoni; who 
by this Diſgrace, revenged both himſelf, 
and the Memory of his Maſter the Duke of 
Om PROT REED LEE 
The Queen was received at Guadalaxa- 
ra) nine Leagues from Madrid, by the King 
and the Prince of Aſturias, and the Mar- 
riage was Conſummated in that place on 
2 Chriftinas-Eve, 1714, but at her arrival at 
37 Pampeluna, ſhe ſent home all her Servants 
that attended her from Parma; ſo that her 
Ladies, and the Officers that were employ- 
ed in her Service, were all Spaniſb, except 


derly; but that wiſe Lady reflecting on 
hat had happened in her Sight to the 
Princeſs Vrin, defired leave to return 
home, which their Majeſties granted her, 
after beſtowing on her vaſt numbers of 
rich and valuable-Preſents. 
II dis Conduct of hers gained her the 
Eſteem of the Spaniards, for there w 
| gh | 5 . now 


the Princeſs Piombino, whom ſhe loved ten- 
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now in the Court no Parmeſan but Albero- 
ni, of whoſe' Genius and Abilities ſhe not 
unjuſtly entertained a very!great Idea; in 


prevailed upon the King to admit him into 
the Cabinet.ono en en ble 


he had nothing more to do, to become 1 
Prime Miniſter of State, but to remove 


ment; which he ſo artfully effected, taan 
he made his Eminency deſire his owti Diſ- 
miſſion from their Majeſties, but this was 
the more eaſily brought about, becauſe his 
intimate Friend (whom at that Court hnñne 
chiefly relyed, and whoſe” Intereſts indeed 
were the ſame) I mean the Princeſs of U- 
- fini, who was conſtrained to leave that 


do enough for a Man, to whoſe Addreſs 


Spain; ſhe continually loaded him with | 
her Honours ; and by her unwearied Solli- 


(22) 


o 


ſhort ſhe''made it her Rule to conſult him 
in all affairs of Importance; and by degrees 


This was what Alberoni aimed at; and 


Cardinal Del Giudice from that Employ- 


The Queen out of a true Heroic Prin- 
ciple of Gratitude, thought ſhe could not 


and Management ſhe owed the Crown of 


citations, procured. Alberoni a Cardinal's 
Hat, the greateſt Honour in the World a # 
Subject can attain to in the Church of 
Rome, Grandee and Prime Miniſter of | 
Cs 


023) 
5 an; and: beſides many - other Benefices, 
9. Arch-Biſnoprick of Seville, than Which 
(except the Papacy) there are not two bets 


ter in the World. 


And now ſee this great Man from a poor 
Gardner s Son, raiſe himſelf by the Force 
of his own Genius to be one of the moſt 
conſiderable Perſons of the World, ſhining 
in the full Meridian of his: Glories. But 


alas! How flipp oy are the Paths of hus 
man Greatneſs; ?' Ho 

worldly Honours? and how little to be de: 
= pended 

never to be forgotten Example of this! is 


w vain and fugitive are 
upon the Favours of Princes? | 


the now Plume- pluck'd Cardinal Alberoni, 
ge: hte HI Peacock, the very Worskr 
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1 frei is no one (even * Enemies) that 


* made Queſtion of the Abilities of this 
Miniſter for publick Employ: To his ſu- 


perior Genius and indefatizible Applica» 
tion, Spain owes her preſent Grandeur, 
which was never in ſo flouriſhing a Condi- 


tion ſince Charles V. and it is aſtoniſhing to 


think how ſhe has N held out againſt fo 
many united Powers; but all chis is owing 
to the Intriguing Head of Cardinal Alberoni 


3 who had very near, lately cut out Work 


which muſt: inevitably 2 embroitd-all 
To for many 1 eren ind banden 777 
795 bilis 


« Man, 7 
as 4 er a might ber b afraid 
= 2 of. * 9 


But whether his Conduct has been more 4 
ſuitable to his own private Views and Am- 
dition than Conſcience and Honour, muft 
be left to himſelf and his Jeſuitical Con- 
feſſor. For my part, as Tknow an unerting 


Providence governs all, ſo it is no matter of i 
Wonder and Aſtoniſhment. to me, to have 


ſeen this Huge Colossus, this Giant of 
Power and Riches, fink by its own Weight, 
and be ruin d by thoſe: ver Steps he at- 

tain d the lofty Summit of his Glory: 1 
For in reality, the Match of King 8 Philip = 
with the Princeſs of Parma, as it — 'Y 
made way for him to gain his ambitious 3 
Ends, ſo it was what was the Beginning of 
his Ruine. Had his Ambition, which ſo 
much dazzled him, gave him but a little 

time to reflect, hemight kave been fatisfy'd 
fuch Honours and Advantages would be but 
of 2 ſhort continuance, ſince it would ine 
vitably draw à great many Enemies 1 
him of the higheſt Rank and Figure in the 
World, whoſe Keſentments it would have 
deen but natural for kim te ſuppoſe he muſt 
one time or other expect tlie Effects of: 
Whereas, had he turn d his Eyes to another 
M. e Object p 
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Object, he had not only made ſo ſtrict aft 
Alſiance that might have ſecur'd a laſting 
Peace to Eujope, but even eſtabliſſ'd his 
own Fortunes on ſuch ſolid Foundations 


that no Potentate could ever be able to 
ſhake; and which, beſides, would have 


gain'd him the Honour, of having been 


chiefly inſtrumental in confirming the King 
on his Throne; and reſtoring an inviolable 
n 


And this might have been effected from 


an Alliance with the Houſe of Auſtria, by 


the King's marrying the eldeſt Arch 


Eminence was abandon'd by his good Ge- 


may be juſtly ſaid, that in this Caſe his 


nius, fince from ſuch an Expedient he 
would have reap'd the greateſt Advantages. 
Sicily would immediately, of Courſe, have 


return'd to the Obedience of Spain, and lie 


would have been certain of the grateful 
Returns of both Houſes, which he would 


not only have reconcil'd, but cloſely united, 


after having taken care of their Common 
=_— —_—— e157 o 


F The King of Portugal, whoſe Intereſts 
are ſo nearly concern'd to keep up a good 


Underſtanding with Spain, cpecially in 


I 


(26) 


Peace, would moſt certainly have been glad 
to be the Mediator of that Alliance; be- 
cauſe, if a Siſter of his Conſort ſnould come 
to aſcend the Spaniſh Throne, ſuch an 
Event muſt unavoidably knit the Ties of a 


>» 
£ 


ſtrict Alliance between the two Kingdoms 


more cloſely than ever. 


ticks had other Views, and | y the Help of 


the Pope and Cardinal Aquaviva, brought 


on the Parmeſan Match, which, for his own 


immediate Intereſt he was ſo fond of; not 


conſidering that the Emperor, and the 
other Powers of Europe, would not fit {till 


and fee thoſe Dominions of Parma, Pla- 


centia, and the rich and fruitful Dutchy of 


Tuſcany, united to the Crown of Spain. 


I ſhall not here ſay, whether it was 
_ agreeable to true Politicks to provoke the 


King of Sicily, by outwitting him (a thing 


Lewis XIV. with all his Fineſſe and King- 
Craft could never do) in the Invaſion of 


his Kingdom, ſince he had certain Intelli- 


gence (as he ſays) that it was to be deli- 
ver'd up to the Emperor; but this I muſt 


ſay, it was neither for His,” nor his Maſter's 


Honour, to invade the Emperor's Domini- 


the 


ons in Italy, (for it muſt not be imagin'd 
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19 „ 
the Spaniſh Arms were to lie uſeleſs and 
unemploy'd after the Reduction of Sicih, 
that was only to be a Prelude to Naples) at 
a Time when the Emperor was engaged in a 
War againſt the Common Enemy, arid at a 
Time too, when he had engag'd his Honour 


to the Pope to the contrary, and the Holy 


Father taking him at his Word, was made tbe 
Inſtrument to hand about this Fallacy to the 
Emperor; which, when it was found out, 


* 


3 oblig'd that Prince, by a ſudden Peace, to 


ſtop the Career of his victorious Legions, 
which long ſince might have entted Conſtan- 
tinople in Triumph, and made the Creſcent 
J oo 


0 4 „ 


with Spain, 


I remember in the laſt War w 


IF the Spaniſh Devorees, or Bigots, call them 


which you will, were very much ſcanda- 
Liz d, or at leſt pretended ſo, that King 
Charles (the now Emperor) had engag'd 
Heretical Allies to aſſiſt him in his Pre: 


tenſions to the 'Spani/# Monarchy, and this 


was loudly trumpeted about, and undoubt: 
edly to the Difadvantage of [that Prince“ 
Affairs. What mnſt the Catholick King be 
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But 2 1 Cale is alter 4 (as 5 Ke 1 
ſid to the Countryman) it is now ho Se- 2 
erct that the Cardinal Courted an 01 I 

much more dangeroùs £9 My K 
mean the Grand Signirr; and this, 125 the 
means: of Prince Ragotesi, to whoj it is 1 
well known, he ſent a. Miniſter, ; to reſide 
with him on the part of- Ii Maſter King 
Philip; and of himſelf, that the Portanight 
thorowly:inform'd how auch the Fanpe- 
in Italy, 11 4 


For was employ'd.by the 
What great Advantages the Sultan unig 
: ax by: ant Nine he Vg. ee 
| | 101) 911 01 215 13t9 = 
It is true, the 1 ae Cellamare in "fe 8 


yeral. ptihted; Pagers thought. fit to deny it, i 
and run down tHis: Miſeeyery ps an Im AF 
tion on Mankind-y 2 Plain Demonltration 
he Was aſhapiid f it, 2 5 totes it a Ma- 
piteſt; Reflection on bis Dauner loan 5 
but People will notwithſtanding believe, it, 

ill; ſuch time as he ſhalb hahe provid) the 
Falſhood of an, Account given in the 
Paris Purnal 6h the ſaid Miniſter's Voytge 
to, and ſafeofArrivallatiddriantple, and of 
bis famous Speech dhe ee to Prince Þ 
Reger. te „„ % 
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Hui laſt e Conduct of the Car- 
dinal, was not a. little reſented by the Sove- 
reign Fontiff, if. we may believe what he 


{: ſays to his dear Son, the Catholick King, 


is. Letter to that Prince; where, in the 
pathetick Terms, he reproaches him 


2 
Fx, in a . handſome manner) with his 


of Faith, (a Thing odious in all 
Iles, efbectatty in Princes) and no doubt 
Cardinal del Giudice, to whom he bears an 


1 Averſion, and the Revenues of whoſe 
t BH Church at Moweole in Sicily he prevaiłd 
upon the King to get ſequeſtred by the 


Marquis de Lede Tons contributed not a little 
a 


Princeſs - 77 ini, Cardinal del Giudice's true 


Friend, will never forget the good Offices 
Alberoni did her, to the new Queen of 


Spain at Xadraques, \ and conſequently 


will improve every thing to his Diſadvan- 


tage, eſpecially if ſhe entertains the leaſt 

houghts of returning to Spain, ſince ſome 
People gr of opinion ſhe really does. It 
is not long ago that ſhe made ſome Efforts 


which ſeem'd to raiſe her Credit, for ſhe 


obtain d of King Philip the Continuation of 
r 1 Aon, which: was a great Step to- 
ward s her return to Favour ; and that 
Pi Prince's 


ther with ſuch. juſt Re- 
ſentment; ps is it impoſſible - 4 me - 


( 30 J) 

Prince's generouſly, giving her a Principali- 
E 30000 Crowns Reyenue, and, that 
actually in the Netherlands, and inſiſting 
in her Favour at the Treaties which have 
been made, even in that of Baden, is a fla- 
grant Proof of the Coi oplaiſance which 
the King ſtill retains r that Lady: 
What Influence then ſhe may yet Have 
by her Intrigues in the Spaniſh Cott: | 
for her return thither, and 1 ſhe may = 
have contributed to the Cardinal's' Ruine, =—_ 
no one but her felf can tell; but Ve 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe -the has "made thr 
_ntmoſt-Efforts to remove him from a Place 


which will be of too narrow Extent to | 
halt them doth. W ins n ! 


21 


But what we may with nigheft Reaſon 

imagine has put the finiſhing Stroke to his 
Raine, is his affronting in à very ſingular 
manner the King of Great Britain, and the 
Dake Regent of France, by unheard of 

Methods, and which; if they had taken 
place, muſt have involv'd: both Nations in 
Qvil Wars, TR: moſt picks 8555 9 5 


ker Body knows PER his Sacred Ma 
jefty * King G ZE OR 6 E (of whom we 
are not e having taken extraordi- 

nary 


h C325) 

nary pains to confirm the Repoſe of Europe; 
and to compoſe the Differences that re- 
main d to be accommodated, with refpet 
to the Succeiſion of Spain, had brought 
matters to a total Accommodation, by diſ- 
poſing his Imperial Majeſty to renounce all 
his Pretenſions to Spain and the Indies, pro- 
vided Sicily only be deliver'd up to the Em- 
peror. ; oo came readily into the 
Scheme, and engag'd on thoſe Conditions to 
procure ſuch a Renunciation from the Court 
of Vienna, but nothing could- prevail with 


Cardinal Alberoni to conſent to this ſo 


reaſonable a Plan of Pacification; but his 
XZ Refuſal to come into theſe Meaſures, was 
then imputed to the extraordinary Conti- 
XX dence in the numerous Forces he had then 
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However if one may judge by the Event 
of his firſt ſettings out, his Confidence was 
in reality built but on very weak Founda- 
tions; for at the firſt Tryal he made of 
his Forces which he thought ſo ſtrong, his 
Fleet was intirely defeated in Sicily. It is 
true his Creatures to diminiſh the Loſs, and 
hinder the whole Truth being known in 
7 Spain, made a mighty Noiſe of the taking 
of Palermo and Meſſina, and with what 
Joy the Natives came crowding to the Spa- 
C niards, 


deſerve one, or it was ſuppos 
no Danger of it's making any great Im- 
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niardo. But as it is impoſſible long to conceal 
the Truth, his Eminence thought fit to 
ſend a Letter to the Marquis de Monteleone, 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, at this Court, in 


which he reproach'd the Engliſb tor ha- 
ving, without any Motive, Neceſſity, or 


Pretext, abus d the Character they had ta- 


ken on themſelves of Mediators, and at- 
tack d a People who thought them Friends, 
and did by no means wiſtruſt them. How 
can this Letter agree with what Anſwer he 
return'd to our Admiral's Difpatches, vis. 
That he might obey the Orders of the King 
his Maſter, and at as he thought fit? Ho. 
ever, this famous Letter to the Marquis de 
Monteleone, was more than ſufficiently re- 
futed by Mr. Secratory Cagge, and to 
which, my Readers for fuller Satisfaction 
may refer themſelves. There indeed ap- 
_ pear'd a ſecond Letter which had no An- 
ſwer, but then it was, becauſe it did not 


3 


d there was 


preſſion on the minds of the People; and 


in reality, Things took their Courſe, and 
the States General declar'd for the Quadru- 
ple Alliance, tho with ſome Reſerva- 
t . ann0e, ol 
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1 ſhall not mention here his engaging 
the King of Sweden, a Proteſtant Prince; 
who was induced by the Cardinal to invade 

England, and to aſſiſt the Chevalier; tho 
the Arreſt of two Miniſters of that King 
after his Death, and their Proſecution for 
Moneys they receiv'd and apply'd to their 


A 


Y | ner of 0 Queſtion. 


But this Secret more than ſufficiently ex- 


5 


| 


duct. 2 3 81 | it) 
WM to reaſon foon to forget what a good Turn 
.be deſigned that Kingdom, which was to 


1 


 #tmoſt a Miracle it was diſcovered. 


own Uſe, puts that Fact out of all man- 


plained itſelf by the publick arrival of the 
late Duke of Ormond, - in Spain, who was 
invited to Madrid, and careſſed both by the 
King and his Eminence, after a very par- 
teuer manner; and not long after arrived 
the Chevalier himſelf, who had all the Ho- 
nour paid him of a Crown'd Head; and 
this the Cardinal, it ſeems, yalued himſelf 
upon, tho perhaps he may have juſt reaſon 
fo. with he had timely altered his Con- 


gent of France will have 
have been a Sea of Blood, a Deſign ſo dark 


and infernal, and ſo deeply laid, that it was 
_—_—_ The 


(40 


The Politicks of Cardinal Alberoni, in 9 
refuſing one while under one Pretext, anld 
another wliile under another, all the Pro- 
| pofals of Accommodation, with the Courts 
of Great Britain and France, were the fub- 

matter of Wonder and Admiration ; z 
bar the World was no leſs ſurprized, when 
it found that the Ground of his Refuſal 
was in hopes to ſee France in particular, 
embarraſſed at home, that ſhe would have 


no time or Convenience of medline with 
the Affairs of Spain. 
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It cannot indeed be denyed, that *tis a 
Maxim in Politicks, which takes place at 
this Day, to find work at home for thoſe 3 
we are not willing ſhould meddle with our 
. Aﬀairs; but let the looſeſt Caſuiſt of his 
| Church tell us, whether all Methods f 
we ing our Neighbours into inextricable 4 
roils are juſtifiable. In the mean time, 
evety one of the leaſt Reffection muſt think 
with Horror of thoſe Schemes which can- 
not be put in Execution without effuſion of 
Blood, and no wonder if all Perſons Canna, I 
be brought 2 to e a a 
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Cardinal Alberoni being very well verſed 
„in this Political Rule of Conduct, when he 
\ formed to himſelf the great Deſign of re. 
covering the Spaniſb Monarchy, which had 
been rent in pieces by the laſt War, fore- 
1 {aw the option of the Emperour, whom 
he muſt oblige to reſtore what he had in 
dis Poſſeſſion; as alfo of Great Britain, 
þ Fance, and the Stapes General, who inte- 
reſted themſelves in favour of that Peace 
Europe hegan to enjoy. He therefore did all 
he could to find every one of theſe Powers 


+ ſufflcient Employment, to render them un- 
ſe capable of hindring his grand Deſigns. He 
„ = uſed all his Art and Intereſt (even to court 
s the Grand Turk) to prolong the War in 
f FHwngary. He eſpouſed the Cauſe of the 
le Pretender to oblige the Engliſh to ſtay ar 
= Home, and engage them in a Civil War. 
1k 8 As for the Dutch, they gave him no man- 
ner of Apprehenſion, believing that for the 
25 3 fake of their Commerce, they would be the 
laſt to enter into all the Projects the Con- 
federates might form againſt him; and that 
there would always be an Opportunity to 
draw them off by Offers more advantagious 
than they could poſſibly expect in engaging 
FT, CRC 
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Ighe buſineſs now was to divert the e 
from oppoſing his Deſigns, but that he found 
no difficult matter to do, the poſture of Af- 
fairs in that Kingdom furniſhed him with 
an opportunity of fomenting Diviſions a- 
mong them (for Divide & Impera was his 
Motto), to hinder their being unanimous 
im a War againſt Spain. He had no man- 
ner of Pretence to excite Broils againſt the 
King of France; but the Duke Regent, by 
eſpouſing the Cauſe of the Princes of the 
Blood, againſt the Legitimated Princes, 
and his puniſhing ſo exemplary the 
Farmers of the Revenue, gave a hand- 
le to ſome Malecontents to foment 
Diviſions, and embroil his Affairs. Add 
to this the Diſſention ſtill reigning a- 
mongſt the Clergy on account of the Con- 
ſtitution Vuigenitus; the Sticklers for which 
take care to inſinuate, nay loudly complain 
that the Regent has not a due keſped | 
the Pope's Authority ; all which afforded 
the Cardinal another Motive to take advan- 
tage of their Zeal to the Deciſions of the 
Holy Father to ſet them againſt his Royal 
Highneſs; and this was the more dangerous 
to that Prince, becauſe the Clergy of the 
higheſt Order are generally in the Intereſt - 
of the Sovereign Pontiff. 5 
5 3 hes The 
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| The Scheme or Plan of this Oppoſition 
againſt the Regent's defign of maintaining. 
the Peace, was in ſhort, a downright Con- 
& ſpiracy, of all the Malecontents (who, as 
it has been juſt now hinted, were very nu- 
merous) againſt him; and the View of all 
this was no more, than to deprive him of 
the Regency, on pretence that this great 
Prince (whoſe great Abilities for Govern- 
ment, are ſo eminently conſpicuous) abu- 
ſed that mighty Truſt, to the Ruin of the 
Kingdom and the Church, the latter of 
vhich, vis. the Church being in Danger, 
has always been an Artifice to keep up the 
Hearts of the Diſaffected, to do what their 
Leaders would have them, but in reali- 
ty it was no more than to have him re- 
mov'd (to ſpeak in no harſher Terms) 
noma Rogen. oo 


But what was to follow ſuch Removal is 
Inot ſaid ; tho' indeed the Letters intercepft- 
ed from the Prince de Cellamare makes 
Wnecntion. of this Circumſtance, viz. Thar 
he Regency was to have been veſted in the 
Duke de Chartres, the Regent's Son, as al- 
o how the Regency was to be form'd. 
There is even mention made of a Fire 
which was to have been all over the King- 


dom, 
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dom, after the Mines ſhould be ſprung to 
kindle it, which, Ry Mr is moſt 
frightful and horrid. Eat 


But Heaven has baffled all the Machina: 
tions of this intriguing Miniſter, which 
were timely diſcover'd by Events the moſt | 
unexpected. How deep, alas! were all his 
Projects laid to involve all Europe in Con- 
fuſion, Blood and Slaughter? His foment- i 

ing civil Broils in the 2 e, Great-Brit ain, 
and France, are flagrant Procg of his reſt- 
Teſs Ambition which knew no Bounds, Hts 
Projects to ruine our Liberty and holy 
F 5, and embroil Europe in a dreadful 
f War, are now no more; the which Bleſ- il 

ſings, under Providence, we owe to the 
Penetration of our Aucu sT So VEREIN 
King GEORGE, and his Faithful and 
 Indefatigable Miniſters, in Concert with 
his moſt Illuſtrious Allies. That Heaven 
declares for Us is moſt certain; far fo 
many dark Deſigns, ſo deeply laid, and ſo 
well concerted, according te human Policy, 
by this proud, artfu} and haughty Mini- 
ſter, could never, but by a ſuperior i 
g Power, who governs all, and is ever juſt W 
in his Retributes, juſt in the moſt obiioas 
manner to this Unkippy Minifter, who 
has been diſgrac'd after the ſame manner 

n 28 


"TR 
as was the Princeſs U>/mi by his Inſti- 
ation; ſo true is it, according to the 


rhe Ditch he made for another; a terri- 
ble Example to all EvikMiniſters, who pre- 
fer their own Intereſt before 1 
King and Country. 


oyal Pſalmiſt, The wicked flouriſh but R 
for a Time, and that be is fallen into 
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